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The Soloists

Madeline Blood’s technique has
been described as “truly virtuoso”
and she has been hailed by harpists
such as Isabelle Perrin for her wide
dynamic and musical range. Since
making her public concerto debut at
age thirteen at the American Harp
Society’s 36th Conference, she has
appeared in concert venues such as
The Kimmel Center for the Per-
forming Arts, Ozawa Hall and the
Koussevitzky Music Shed at Tangle-
wood, the Adelphi Hotel in Saratoga,
the Bellevue Hotel in Philadelphia,
Settlement Music School’s PNC
Bank/ Presser Hall, and Longwood
Gardens.

Madeline began her harp studies at
age 7 with Felicia Coffey and then
continued as a student of Kimberly
Rowe and now studies with Eliza-
beth Hainen, Principal Harp of The
Philadelphia Orchestra. Madeline
has performed in masterclasses with
Lynne Aspnes, Judy Loman, Susann
McDonald, Paula Page, Isabelle
Perrin, Linda Wood Rollo, and Ann
Yeung.

This year Madeline won the Dela-
ware Symphony’s Student Soloist
Competition, the prize includes six
performances with the Delaware
Symphony. In addition to he success
in Delaware, Madeline has also won
second place in the Pottstown Sym-
phony Competition and honorable
mention in the Kennett Symphony
Concerto Competition,

Madeline participates in chamber
music and advanced music theory at
the Settlement Music School and has
also been a member of the Philadel-
phia Harp Ensemble.

Lisa Davis’s rich tone and exquisite
musicality have delighted concert
audiences for many years. A self-
taught organist at the age of 5, she
took up the flute in 9th grade while
training as a figure skater at the
Broadmoor in Colorado Springs.

After winning a full scholarship to
study flute with Dr. Walter Smith
(student of James Pellerite) at the
University of Northern Colorado,
Lisa was accepted to the San Francis-
co Conservatory with Lloyd Galwin,

Lisa’s interest in science drew her
away from a full time music career,
and to the University of Maryland to
continue her academic work. There,
she continued her music studies with
Dr, William Montgomery (student of
Marcel Moyse and William Kincaid),
and graduated with degrees in both
science and music performance.

Lisa received her Doctorate from
the Pennsylvania College of Optom-
etry, and is in private practice in the
Philadelphia area. She is married,
and has three daughters.

Lisa has been a member of the
Independence Sinfonia since 2001,

The Sinfonia

The Independence Sinfonia, now
in its eleventh season, is a non-profit
community orchestra comprised of
a select group of volunteer musicians
who attend weekly rehearsals and
participate in a series of concerts
each year,

The ensemble’s flexible instrumen-
tation allows the group to explore
and perform a wide range of music
written for the chamber orchestra
repertoire.

Rehearsal space for the orchestra is
graciously provided by the board of
All Hallows Episcopal Church, Wyn-
cote, Pennsylvania, Mark Ainsworth,
Rector.

Gabriel Gordon, conductor, is now
in his fifth year as music director of
The Independence Sinfonia. He is
also music director of several youth,
community, and professional orches-
tras in the Tri-state area, including
the Old York Road Symphony. Mr,
Gordon is also a cover conductor

for the Manhattan School of Music,
and is the Assistant Director of the
Strings International Music Festival
featuring members of the Philadel-
phia Orchestra.

As one of the founding members of
the DaPonte String Quartet, he spent
ten years honing his musical craft

in the art of chamber music. “I am

a much better conductor for having
spent those years in a string quartet.
Rather than just beating time and

giving orders, I feel a conductor is

much more like a chamber music

partner with the orchestra. This cre-
ates an amazing connection between
the conductor and the players. ” New
Jersey’s Star Ledger confirms this by
writing ...“Mr. Gordon has a wonder-
ful rapport with his musicians.”

In response to the events of Septem-
ber 11th 2001, Mr. Gordon formed
an orchestra within two weeks time
to benefit the Red Cross Disaster
Relief Fund. The performance of
Beethoven'’s Ninth Symphony was
rehearsed in one day, and the concert
was described as “Incredibly mov-
ing.” The concert raised over thirty
thousand dollars, and everyone asso-
ciated still speaks of it as a highlight
of their careers.

Dedicated to commissioning and
performing American music as well
as being a prolific composer himself,
Gabriel Gordon has premiered works
by composers such as Alan Krantz,

. Philip Lasser, Joe Trapanese, Joan

Tower, and William Henry Curry.
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